
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – August 22nd, 2019 

Waupaca County Courthouse – Room 1081 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone, Vice-Chair Fred Zaug, and Supervisors Kevin Will and Pete Bosquez present.  
Also present:  John Francis.  Supervisor Spierings was unable to attend. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Zaug, seconded by Will to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Bosquez, seconded by Zaug to approve the August 6th, 
2019 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  There was none. 
 
Long Range Planning for the Park System and Wells in Parks– Discussion:  Francis handed out the 
2015-20 5-year Outdoor Recreation Plan and talked about how it does not have an action component that 
would prioritize what the department should be working towards. 
 
Bosquez stated that a 20 year plan should be worked on to guide the direction of the department into the 
future.  He also talked about what he felt should happen soon including getting the Camp Vic-To-Rae issues 
resolved so it can be used.  He also talked about getting boat wash stations developed at the main boat 
launches to help people comply with clean-boat regulations and prevent the spread of invasive species. 
 
Zaug stated that there should be a 2-3 year action plan included with the next 5-year plan.  There was 
discussion about opening Camp Vic-To-Rae to camping for the 2020 season.  It was decided that this should 
be a priority project for next year.  Francis was told to go ahead with getting some of the road work done and 
focus on getting 5 or 6 sites up and running for 2020.  This can then be increased in future seasons.  There 
was discussion on how that would impact the current perceived use restrictions for the park and it was decided 
to move forward. 
 
McClone talked about Pigeon River Park and how it is under-utilized.  He suggested that if a well were put in at 
this site a campground could be developed there as well.  This would provide a service to the north-east part of 
the County and get some use out of this park.  There was discussion about how that would work and it was 
decided that this should be included in the planning process for the near future. 
 
Oakwood Park was the next discussion item.  The question was raised as to if there could be camping sites 
developed there.  Francis reported that there had been camping on that property but it had been discontinued 
in the 1960’s as it was becoming too much maintenance.  There was talk about where there could be camping 
sites and what it would take to develop.  There was also talk about developing a parking lot on the property 
between the Wheelhouse and the old Laundromat property to the east.  This could help with the parking 
situation for the boat launches in the area.  It was decided that this idea should be looked into to see what 
would be possible and would be discussed at a later meeting. 
 
There was discussion about putting wells in many of the parks.  The idea would be to provide water for the 
park users, thus increasing use of the parks.  There was discussion about the cost and logistics of doing this.  
It was suggested that there could be a cost reduction if the well driller was allowed to use these as fill-in jobs 
when they are slow.  McClone stated that the wells will never be cheaper to drill and in the future it may be 
difficult to get permits to drill new wells so this should be pursued soon.  There will be more discussion on this 
at future meetings. 
 



 

 

Supervisor Will talked about ATVs and UTVs and how they are gaining in popularity and how more towns are 
now allowing them on the roadways.  He suggested that we should look into developing a park for ATV use.  
There was discussion about using the County Forest as an ATV park.  There was discussion about what a 
park would have to offer to get people to bring their ATVs there.  It was suggested that we look into what other 
ATV parks are offering and what it would take to make an interesting ATV park.  There was discussion on how 
such a park could provide for multiple user groups by having certain days set-aside for other uses.  We should 
look into how much it would cost to develop something like that and what the economic impact of the park 
would be on the area.  Bosquez suggested that it could just be opened and signed then add features to it as 
time and money allow.  This would open the property to use in the near-term.   
 
It was decided that more information should be gathered to further discuss these issues at the October and 
November meetings.  
 
Fee Review for 2020 Season:  Francis handed out the current fee structures for the Fairgrounds and boat 
launches.  There was discussion about storage rates and how they compare to other options.  The building 
rental rates were discussed and it was decided that more information about how often they are used and what 
it costs to run the buildings should be gathered before new rates are considered.  The fee issue should be 
brought back at the next meeting with more information. 
 
Director Report:  Francis reported that he is gathering quotes for the new restroom at Nelson Park now that 
we have a permit to replace it.  He stated that it will likely not be completed until spring of 2020 as it takes 
several months from the time a building is ordered to when it could be delivered.  He also talked about the 
storm damage at various parks and what the department is doing to clean it up.   
 
Upcoming Meetings:    The next regular meeting is scheduled for 9:00 am on September 3rd, 2019 at the 
Courthouse.   
 
Adjourn:  Motion was made by Zaug, seconded by Will to adjourn.  Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
 
The Committee then headed to the Fairgrounds to attend the dedication of the new Hog/Sheep Barn Show ring 
– no business was discussed at this ceremony. 
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


